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Section C
Alcohol-Related Issues and Action

1. Crime and community safety

2. Engaging with Aboriginal communities

3. Local laws

4. Community security patrols

5. Litter

6. Alcohol Accords

7. Managing public open space and alcohol

8. Alcohol management at events

9. Liquor licensing 

10. Noise and alcohol

11. Public buildings 

12. Town planning 

This section focuses on specifi c issues or types of action of concern for Local Governments. 
Background information on the issues and guidance on ways to effectively prevent and 
manage the issues is included. Due to the many priorities of Local Governments in WA, 
each authority will likely have additional issues to consider. This section also provides 
useful information that may assist when writing an alcohol policy and management plan. 
For more information on these areas, please refer to the detailed factsheets in Section E.
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Other helpful resources
• For other tips on crime prevention and useful WA crime statistics look at www.crimeprevention.wa.gov.au.

• For more information on community safety plans contact the Manager Community Engagement, Offi ce of Crime 
Prevention on telephone (08) 9222 9838.

• The Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) together with the Offi ce of Crime Prevention (OCP) have 
developed Designing out Crime Planning Guidelines which can be used by Local Governments to help them create 
a safer environment for the community in public areas. Many of the principles in the book can be adopted to help 
Local Governments design out alcohol specifi c crime as well as general crime. Contact Michael Coe at the Offi ce of 
Crime Prevention on michael.coe@ocp.wa.gov.au for more information.

• Examples of audits conducted on licensed venues involved in Accords can be obtained from the Drug and 
Alcohol Offi ce on 9370 0358.
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Section E
Toolkit

Section E contains tools to assist Local Governments to implement strategies of the Local 
Government Alcohol Management Package and fact sheets that provide further background 
information about a number of alcohol-related issues.

Tools

1. Developing a community alcohol profi le

2. Liquor licence assessment checklist

3. Whole-of-organisation mapping tool

4. Section 40 certifi cates risk management tool

5. Liquor licence risk management considerations chart

6. Designing safer licensed environments checklist

7. Policy planning summary template

8. Key alcohol issues summary template

9. Public interest assessment questions

Fact Sheets

1. Engaging with Aboriginal communities

2. Designing out crime and alcohol problems - dos and don’ts

3. Designing and planning for safer environments - Part 1

4. Designing and planning for safer environments - Part 2

5. Designing and planning for safer environments - Part 3

6. Liquor licensing authority and licence types

7. Intervening and objecting to liquor licence applications

8. Alcohol and crime

9. Alcohol availability

10. Collaborating with key stakeholders

11. Licensed premises breakout areas
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TOOL Description Purpose Linked to Section

5.  Liquor licence 
risk management 
considerations 
chart.

Summary of licence types and 
their key features along with 
harm minimisation (or potential 
high risk) aspects to consider.

To inform planning and policy 
development and decisions.

To inform approvals.

C: Issues and Action.

D:  Policy 
development.

6.  Designing 
safer licensed 
environments 
checklist.

Checklist of designing out 
crime and violence factors for 
licensed premises.

To assist with development 
of safety audits and risk 
management conditions.

C: Issues and Action.

7.  Policy planning 
summary 
template.

Template for summarising Local 
Government capacity, existing 
activity and policy/legislation 
links regarding key alcohol issues 
in the community and their 
causal factors.

To inform planning and policy 
development processes and the 
whole of organisation approach 
to day-to-day operational 
matters. Linked with community 
alcohol profi le process.

B:  Whole of 
organisation 
approach.

D:  Policy 
development.

8.  Key alcohol 
issues summary 
template.

Sheet for summarising key 
statistics and their sources 
regarding specifi c local 
alcohol issues.

To inform planning and policy 
development.

B:  Whole of 
organisation 
approach.

C: Issues and Action.

D:  Policy 
development.

9.  Public interest 
assessment 
questions.

List of questions for Local 
Government offi cers to use as 
a guide to consider the Public 
Interest Assessment statements 
in liquor licence applications.

To inform risk management and 
prevention of harm processes 
when considering liquor 
applications.

C: Issues and Action.

Fact Sheet

1. Engaging with Aboriginal communities

2. Designing out crime and alcohol problems dos and don’ts

3. Designing and planning for safer environments part 1 - social environment

4. Designing and planning for safer environments part 2 - internal environment

5. Designing and planning safer environments part 3 - external environment

6. Liquor licensing authority and licence types

7. Intervening and objecting to liquor licence applications

8. Alcohol and crime

9. Alcohol availability

10. Collaborating with key stakeholders

11. Licensed premises breakout areas
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Tool 1: Developing a Community Alcohol Profi le
Support Tool for Section D: Policy Development

Step one: 
Identify local issues of concern to the community.

Step two: 
Clarify the nature of the issues, when they occur, how often, who is involved, who is affected.

Step three: 
Determine which of the issues directly or indirectly impact on or relate to Local Government business.

Step four: 
Determine which of the issues have alcohol as a causal or related factor.

Step fi ve: 
Identify the specifi c alcohol-related factors that contribute to the local problems occurring.

Step six: 
Identify how those alcohol-related factors work to support problems occurring. 

Step seven: 
Acknowledge that addressing the alcohol-related components of the problem may only be one part of the 
solution to completely prevent the problem.

Step eight: 
Understand that even if the problem is not prevented in the short term, that alcohol-related action will 
contribute signifi cantly to the long-term reduction and prevention of problems over time. 

Step nine: 
Identify how Local Government could prevent or minimise the problem (directly or indirectly). 

It is recommended that regional Local Governments create a profi le that acknowledges the different issues 
within the various towns that are part of the Local Government area (LGA). It is important to recognise the 
different contributing factors to alcohol issues that may be present within each community. Including the overall 
LGA characteristics gives a context for any alcohol-related issues noted and can often provide a context for why 
alcohol problems might be occurring. On the following pages is an example of information to include in a community 
alcohol profi le. It is a guide only and it is recommended that where more detailed or other sources of information 
are available, that they are utilised as part of the profi le process. 
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Section A: The Local Government Area

Data Possible sources of data

Area (km2) Local Government

Total population Australian Bureau of Statistics

Number of towns/suburbs/
communities

Local Government

Name of towns/communities Local Government

Average income Australian Bureau of Statistics

At risk groups:
• Young people
• Indigenous
• Young men

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Per capita consumption Drug and Alcohol Offi ce

Section B: Town Profi les*

Data Possible sources of data

Area (km2) Local Government 

Total population Australian Bureau of Statistics

Average income Australian Bureau of Statistics

At risk groups:
• Young people
• Indigenous
• Young men

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Number of Schools:
• Primary
• High school
• University
• TAFE 

Department of Education and 
Training

*Note: Where a LGA has more than one town/major community, do profi le for each town.
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Recent changes to the Health (Smoking in Enclosed 
Public Places) Regulations have made smoking in 
enclosed public places illegal.

Licensed premises that wish to allow smoking in their 
venues must now establish an open area that will 
comply with the new legislation. Where such an area 
cannot be accommodated within the existing area of 
the premises, the Licensing Authority recommends the 
establishment of a ‘breakout’ area within or adjacent to 
the licensed premises. 

Director of Liquor Licensing policy 
To guide the formation of these areas the Director of 
Liquor Licensing has developed a policy, ‘Guidelines 
for licensees seeking to establish ‘breakout areas’. 
A ‘breakout area’ is considered to be a small area, 
which will form part of the licensed premises, where 
smokers may temporarily smoke and consume liquor. In 
accordance with this policy:
• the purpose of the area is a short stop or short term 

area for smokers
• there will be no bars or service of liquor in the area
• appropriate ashtrays will be installed and the area 

regularly cleaned
• smokers will be discouraged from remaining in the 

area longer than necessary than to have a smoke 
(Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor, 2007). 

The establishment of breakout areas is relevant to Local 
Governments as they require an application for both and 
alter/redefi ne and extended trading permit (extended 
area). Both these applications require approval from 
Local Government.

In addition, the establishment of breakout areas beyond 
the existing licensed area can create issues for Local 
Governments if areas are not appropriately situated or 
managed.

Risk considerations for particular 
breakout areas
For some premises the only area that may be available 
for a break out area is the footpath. While Local 
Governments are not required to support the use of 
areas such as footpaths, if Local Governments choose 
to support such an application there are a number of 
important issues for consideration:
• Traffi c: areas that are established near busy roads 

propose a safety risk for patrons of the premises.
• Litter: problems with litter may occur if areas are not 

properly managed or suitable bins are not provided. 
• Line management: it is not recommended that areas 

are established near entrances to the premise where 
patrons also queue to enter a premise. Problems such 
as people passing alcohol to persons standing in the 
line, or people entering the premise via the breakout 
area (rather than the main entrance) can occur.

• Juveniles: people under 18 years of age can be 
attracted to licensed premises and attempt to access 
them. Breakout areas may provide easy access to 
premises by juveniles or people in these areas may 
easily exchange alcohol to juveniles outside of the 
premise due to the necessity to not have such areas 
completely enclosed. 

Local Government Alcohol Management Fact Sheet 11
Licensed Premises Breakout Areas
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Tips:
Some tips for Local Governments when considering such areas include:

• Where areas are outside of the premise, recommend that areas are appropriately delineated 
and provide some sort of barrier between the premise and street frontage.

• Ensure areas are appropriately lit.

• Check to see how the area will be managed and monitored, for example, will there be crowd 
controllers or bar staff monitoring the area? This will assist with preventing street drinking 
and other issues mentioned in this section.
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